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the facts of its priority. A pleasure, they. say, is
only an aspiration, or a satisfied need. But,
the lack of something having preceded it, a lack
being always painful, proves that pain had the
precedence.

This purely byzantine discussion, even though
it were solved in favour of pain, would by no means
give the victory to the pessimists. Our progress
consists above all in transforming and ameliorat-
ing the necessities of nature. We may note,
moreover, that certain spontaneous pleasures are
born and develop almost outside of necessities:
The charm of an unexpected conversation, the
pleasant intercourse with strangers, a profit
realised entirely without anticipation, in short, the
whole vast scale of pleasures from causes foreign
to our consciousness, come within this category.

' But pleasure, which at its commencement is the
expression of the health of the organism, bears
within itself the germ of death as soon as we abuse
it. There is a threshold of appearances, and a
threshold of disappearances by which this pleas-
ure is limited. The Epicureans taught that in
the extreme phase of its ascent, pleasure, having
become exuberant activity, simultaneously de-
mands and exhausts all the resources of our
existence.